LB381

LEGISIATIVE BILL 381
Passed over tha Governor's veto May 23, 1975

Introducad by Public Works Committee, Kremer, 34, Chnn.;
R. Lewis, 38; Mills, 44; Warner, 25; Wiltse,
1; Moylan, 6; Kelly, 35

AN ACT to> amend sections 39-662, 39-666, and 39-669.26,
Revised Statutes Supplemant, 1974, relating to
rules of the road; to delete provisions for
termination of the fifty-fives mile per hour
speed limit; to provide a penaltv; to change
tha assessmant of points; to provide for
expiration »>f speed limits; to provide
severability; to rep=2al the original sections,
ind also saction 39-662.01, Revised Statutes
Supplement, 1974; and to declare an emergency.

B2 it enactad by the pedple of the State of Nebraska,

Section 1. That section 39-662, Ravised Statutes
Supplem2nt, 1974, be amended to read as follows:

39-662. (1) Yo person shall drive a vehiclzs on a
higjhway at 1 spred jreater than is reasonabls and prudent
under th2 conditions and havinj regard to the actual and
potential hazards then =2xisting. Any person shall drive
at a safe and appropriate spe=2d when approaching and
crossinj an intarsection or railrosad jrade crossing, when
approachinjy and goinj around a curve, when approaching a
hill crest, when travelinjy upon any narcrow or winding
rbadway, ani when special hazards exist with respect to
pedestrians or other traffic or by reason of weather or
hijhway coniitions.

(2) Cxcept when a special hazard exists that
r2quires lower speed for compliance with subsection (1)
of this section, th2 limits set forth in sections 39-601
t» 39-6,122 shall be maximum lawful speeds, and no person
shall drive a vehicla on a hijhway at a spea2d in excess
of such maximum limits:

(a) Twenty-five miles pa2r hour in any residential
district;

(b) Twenty mwmilas per hour in any business
district;

(c) EIn-compiiance-with-HR-13372--adopted--by--the
93rd-€ongress-of-the-Hnited-States;-referred--to--as--the
Emergency-Highway-£nergy-Conservation-Act;-and-untit-~the
date-the-President-of-the-Hnited-States-decinares-there-ts
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no--fuel--shortagye--requiring--the--appiitcation--of---the
Emergency-Highway-Energy-Eonservation-act-or--untit--dune
395;--4975;--whichever--dnte--sccurs---first;---fifey-five
Fifty-five miles per hour upon any freeway; s---At--sach
time--and--after--the--pPresident--of--the--Hnited--States
deciares--there--is--ns--fuet--shortage---requiring---the
application-of-the-Emergency-Highway-Energy--Conservation
Act-or-on-and-after-dJune-30;-1975;-vhichever-date--ocecurs
first;-seventy-five-miles-per-hour-upon-any-freeways

(d) In-ecompliance-with-HR-11372--adopted--by--the
93rd-€ongress-of-the-United-States;-referred--to--as--the
Zmergency-Highvway-Energy-€onservatison-Act;-and-untii--the
date-the-President-sf-the-HUnited-States-deciares-there-is
no--fuel--shortage--requiring--the--appiication--of---the
Emergency-Highway-Energy-Eonservation-ict-or--untii--dune
385--4975;--whichever--date--sccurs---first;---fifty-five
Fifty-five miles per hour upon any part of the state
highway system othar than a freeway or any
dustless-surfaced highway other than a freeway;_and s--#¢t
such-tine-and-after-the-President-of--the--United--States
deciares--there--ts--no--fuei--shortage---requiring---the
apptieation-of-the-Emergeney-Highway-Energy--Conservation
Aet-or-sn-and-after-June-39;-1975;-vhichever-date--sececurs
first;-sixty-five-miles-per-hour-upon--any--part--of--the
state--highway--system--other--than--a--freeway--or---any
dustiess-surfaced-highway-other-than-a-freevays-and

(e) Fifty miles per hour uposn any highway or road
that is not dustless-surfaced and not part of the state
highway systenm.

(3) The maximum speed limits set forth in this
saction may be altered as set forth in sections 39-601 to
39-6,122.

(4) The Department of Roads and local authorities
may erect and maintain suitable signs along highways
under thzir respective jurisdictions in such number and
at such locations as th2y shall deem necessary to give
ajdequata notice of the speed limit upon such highways.

Sac. 2. That section 39-666, Revised Statutes
Supplemant, 1974, be amended to read as follows:

39-666. (1) Notwithstanding the maximum speed
limits established in s2ctions 39-601 to 39-6,122, no
parson shall operate any truck, truck-tractor, or any
freight-carrying vehicla, if th2 gross weight of such
freight-carrying vehiclas including any 1load thereon is
more than five tons, in excess »f the following maximum
speed limits:
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(a) Twenty-five miles per hour in any residential
district;

(b) Twenty miles per hour in any business
district;

(c) ¥In-compiiance-with-HR-1i372--adopted--by--the
93rd-congress-of-the-United-States;-referred--to--as--the
Energency-Highway-Energy-Conservation-Act;-and-untit--the
date-the-President-sf-the-Hnited-States-declares-there-ig
no--fuel--shortage--requiring--the--application--of---the
Energency-Highway-Energy-conservation-iect-or--untii--dune
307--4975;--whichever--3ate--ocsurs---first;-—-f1fty-five
Fifty-five miles per hour upon any freeway; s---it--sach
tine--and--after--the--President--of--the--dnited--States
dectares--there--ts--no--fuel--shortage---requiring---the
appitieation-sf-the-Emergeney-Hrghway-Energy--Conservation
ket-or-sn-and-after-dune-313;-1975;-vhichever-date--scecurs
first;-stxty-five-mites-per-hour-upon-any-freevays

(1) En-compliance-with-HR-33372--adopted--by--the
93rd-congress-of-the-dnited-States;-referred--to--as--the
Energency-Highway-Energy-Conservation-ict;-and-untii--the
date-the-Prestdent-sf-the-Hnited-States-dectares-there-is
no--fuei--shortage--regairing--the--appiication--of---the
Energency-Highway-Energy-Conservatisn-Act-or--untii--June
307--14975;--whichaver--3ate--nccurs---firse;-—-fifey-five
Fifty-five miles per hour duriny the daytime upon any
part of the state hijhway system other than a freeway or
any dustless-surfacmd highwayv othar than a freeway; s--4¢
sach-time-and-after-the-President-of--the--Hnited--States
declares--there--is--ns--fuel--shortage-—--requiring---the
apptication-sf-the-Energjeney-Highway-Energy--Consarvation
Ast-or-sn-and-after-‘un2-395;-1975;-whichever-date--sceurs
first;-stxty-five-mrtes-per-hoor-iurtng-the-daytime--upon
any-part-sf-the-state-hitghway-system-other-than-a-freewvay
or-any-dustiess-surfaced-highway-other-than-a-freeways

(e) In-compitance-with-HR-13372--adopted--by--the
93rd-congress-of-the-HYnited-States;-r ferred--to--as--the
Energency-Highway-Enrergy-Conservation-ket;-and-until--the
date-the-President-of-the-Hnited-States-deectares-there-ig
no--fuet--shortage--requiring--the--appitication--of---the
Baergency-Highway-Enorgy-Consarvation-iet-osp--until--June
307--49757;--vhichever--date--osecsurs---firgt;---fifety-five
Fifty-five miles per hour Aduring th2 nighttime wupon any
part >f the state hijhway system other than a freeway or
any dustless-surfaced highway othar than a freewayj;_and =
At-sach-time-and-after-the-Presitdent-of-the-Hnited-States
dectares--there--1s--no--fuel--shortage---requiring---the
apptiteation-of-the-2neryeney-Highvay-Energy--Eonsecvation
Rct-or-sn-and-afeter-dJun2-307;-4975;-vhichever-date--seceurs
firsty-stxty-mites-per-hour-darinj-the-nighttime-upon-any
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part-of-the-state-highway-systen-sther-than-n-freeway--or
any-dustiess-surfaced-highway-other-than-a-freeways-and

(f) Fifty miles per hour upon any highway that is
not dustless-surfaced and not a part of the state -highway
system.

(2) Notwithstanding the maximum speed limits
established in sections 39-601 to 39-6,122, no person
shall osperate any motor vehicle when towing a camping
trailer or travel trailar in excess of the following
maximum speed limits:

(a) Twenty-five miles per hour in any residential
districts;

(b) Twenty miles per hour in any business
fistricts

(c) ¥n-eompliancse-with-HR-43372--adopted--by--the
93rd-Eongress-sf-the-dntted-States;-referred--to-vas--the
Erergeney-Highway-Energy-Fonservation-iet;-and-untii--the
date-the-Presidant-sf-the-Yntted-States-dactares-there-is
no~--fuel--shortagye--regquiring--the--appliication--of---the
Energency-Higqhway-Energy-Eonservation-det-or--untit--Jane
3857--4935;--whiehayep--date--ocsury-—-firat;---£ifey-five

Fifty-five miles per hour upon any freeway; =---it--such
time--and--after--the--President--of--the--Hnited--Sentes
dectares--there--is--no--fuel--shortage---regquiring---the

apptteation-sf-the-Emergyency-Highvay-Fnrergy--Conservation
A=t-or-on-and-after-dun=2-3€;-1975;-vhicehever-date--ocecuars
first;-stxty-five-miles-per-hour-upon-any-freevways

(1) En-compiitance-with-HR-44372--adopted--by--the
93rd-Congress-sf-the-Hrited-States;-referred--¢to9--as--the
Energency-Highway-Snergy-Eonservation-iet;-and-untii-—-the
date-the-Pregident-sf-the-Hntted-Statas-deciares-there-is
no--fuel--shortagqe--requiring--the-—appiication--of---the
Energency-Highway-Energy-€onservation-Act-or--untit--dune
307--49757;--whichever--date--occurs---first;---fifry~-five
Fifty-five miles per hour durinjy the daytime wupon any
part of the state hijhway system other than a freeway or
any dustless-surfaced highway oth=er than a freeway; =--i¢
sych-tine-and-after-the-President-of--the--Hnited--States
deelares--there--ts--ps--fuet--shortagye---requiring---the
appiteation-of-the-Emargency-Highway-Energy--Eonservation
Ast-or-sn-and-after-gun2-39;-3975;-whichevar-date--sceurs
first;-atxey-five-mites-per-hour-daring-the-daytime--upon
any-part-sf-the-state-highway-systen-other-than-a-freevay
osr-any-dustiess-surfaceid-higqhway-osther-than-a-freevays

(2) ¥fn-compliance-with-HR-331372--adopted--by--the
93rd-Eongress-nf-the-Hnited-States;-referred--¢to--as--the
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Emerqgency-Hiqhway-Energyy-Conservation-iet;-and-until--the
date-the-President-sf-the-gnited-States-declares-there-is
no--fuet--shortage--regquiring--the--appiication--of---the
Enrergeney-Highway-Energy-Consecvation-iet-or--untti--dJane
387--4975;--whichever--date--nesurs---First;--—-fifey-Ffive
Fifty-five miles per hour duringy th=2 nighttime wupon any
part of the state highway system other than a freeway or
any dustless-surfaced highway other than a freeway;_and =
At-saceh-time-and-after-the-President-of-the-Hnited-States
deetares--there--is--no--fuai--shortaye---requiring---the
apptteation-of-the-Emeryeney-Highway-Energy--Sonservation
Ae2t-sr-on-and-afeter-Jun2-395;-4975;-vhitechever-date--seecurs
first;-stxty-mites-per-hour-duringy-the-nighttime-apon-any
part-of-the-state-highway-system-other-+than-a-freeway--or
any-dustiess-surfaced-highway-sther-than-a-freeways-and

(f) Fifty miles per hour upon any highway that is
not dustless-surfaced and not a part of the state highway
system.

(3) N> person shall operate any motor vehicle
when towing a mobile home at a rate of speed in excess of
fifty miles per hour.

(4) Notwithstandiny the maximum speed limits
established in sections 39-601 to 39-6,122, no person
shall oparate any schodl bus carrying any school child at
2 speed in =~xcess of th2 following maximum limits:

(a) Twenty-five miles per hour in any residential
district;

(b) Twenty miles per hour in any business
district;

(c) ¥In-esmpliance-with-HR-13372--adopted--by--the
93rd-congress-of-the-Hnited-States;-referred--to--as--the
Energeney-Highway-Enargy-€onservation-det;-and-untii--the
date-the-President-o9f-the-Hatted-States-dectares-there-is
no--fuet--shortage--requiring--the--appiteatinn--9f-—-the
Energency-Highway-Energy-Conservation-ret-or--antit--Jane
307--34975;--whichever--date--ocsners---firgt;---fifey-five

Fifty-five miles per hour upon any freeway; s---At--suaeh
time--and--after--the--Prestdent--of--the--Hnited--States
declares--there--ts--no--fuel--shortage---raquiring---the

apptieation-osf-the-3mergyency-Highway-Energyy--Conservation
Acst-or-on-and-after-June-39;-13975;-wvhitchever-date--scecures
first;-stxty—five-mites-per-hour-upon-any-freeways

(d) En-eompiiance-with-HR-331372--adopted--by--the
93rd-Eongress-sf-the-Hnited-States;-referred--to--as--the
Bnrergency-Highway-Enerjy-conservation-Act;-and-untit--the
date-the-President-sf-the-United-Statas-dectares-there-ig
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no--fuel--shortage--requiring--the--appitcation--of---the
Energency-Highway-Energy-cConservation-Act-or--untit--June
307;--4975;--whichever--date--ocsurs---first;-——fifey-five
Fifty-five miles per hour on any part of the state
highway systen sther than a freeway or any
dustless-surfaced highway other than a freeway during the
daytime; s--At-such-time-and-after-the-President--of--the
Hnited--States--dectares—-there--its--no---fael---shortage
reguiring-the-appliecation-of-the-Emergency-Highwvay-Energy
Eonservatisn-Act-or-on-and-after-June-39;-1975;-vhichever
date-securs-first;-sixty-miles-per-hour-on--any--part--of
the-state-highway-system-other--than--a--freevway--or--any
dustiess-surfaced-highway-other-than-a-freevay-during-the
daytimes

(e) Fifty-five miles per hour on any part of the
state highway system other than a freeway or any
dustless-surfacad highway other than a freeway during the
nighttime;

(f) Forty-five miles per hour on any highway or
r>ad that is not dustless-surfaced and not a part of the
state highway system during the daytime; and

(g) Forty miles per hour on any highway or road
that is not dustless-surfaced and not a part of the state
highway system during the nighttime.

(5] Notwithstanding the maximum speed 1limits
established in sections 39-601 to 39-6,122, no person
shall operate any vehicle which carries unbaled livestock
forage at a sperd in excess of +the following maximum
limits:

(a) Twenty-five miles per hour in any residential
district:

{b) Twenty miles per hour in any business
district; and

(c) Thirty miles per hour while loaded or fifty
miles per hour while unloaded upon any highway other than
a freeway outside nof a business or residential district
during the daytime.

(6) Any vehicle which carriess - unbaled livestock
forage exceeding a total outside width of eight feet
shall not b» operated on a freeway nor on any highway
during the nighttinme.

(7) The maximum speed limits in business and
rasidenca districts declared for specific vehicles in
sabsections (1), (2), (4), and (5) of this section may be
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altered by the Department of Roads or 1local authorities
as provided in sections 39-601 to 39-6,122.

(8) Duriny the nighttim2 no person shall operate
uoon a rdadWay any motor-driven cvcle at a speed in
excess of thirty-five miles per hour unless such
motor-driven cycle is ejuipped with a headlamp or lamps
capable of revealinjy a parson or vehicle in such roadway
three hundred feet ahead, and with a lamp on the rear
exhibitiny a red light visible, under normal atmospheric
conditions, from a distance of at l=ast five hundred feet
to> the rear of such motor vehicle. Such motor-driven
cycle shall not be operated at a speed in excess of
twenty-five miles per hour if such headlamp or lamps are
not sufficisnt to reveal a person or vehicle in such
roadway at least two hundred fe=2t ahead, and not in
excess of twenty miles per hour if such headlamp or lamps
do not reveal a person or vehizl2 in such roadway at
l2ast on2 hundred feet. 1If the headlamp or lamps do not
reveal a person or vehicle in such roadway at 1least one
hundred feet ahead, such motor-driven cycle shall not be
driven upon the roadways during the nighttime.

(9) N> person shall operate any vehicle which is
ejuipped with solid rubber tires on any highway at a
speed jreater than ten miles per hour.

(10) No person shall drive a vehicle over any
public bridge, causeway, viaduct, or other elevated
structure at a speed which is qreater than the maximum
speed which can be maintained with safety thereon when
such structure is posted with signs as provided in
subsection (11) of this section.

(11) The Department of Roads or a local authority
may conduct an investigation of any bridge or other
elevated structure constituting a part of a highway under
its jurisdiction and if it- finds that such structure
cannot safely withstand vehicles traveling at the speed
otherwise permissible under sections 39-601 to 39-6,122,
the Department of Roads or 1local authority shall
determine and declare the maximum speed of vehicles which
such structure can safely withstand and shall cause
suitable signs stating such maximum speed to be erected
and maintained befor2 each end of such structure.

(12) Upon the trial of any person charged with a
violation of subsection (10) of this section, proof of
such determination of the maximum speed by the Department
of Roads or local authority and the exist2nce of such
signs shall constitute conclusive evidence of the maximum
speed which can be maintained with safety on such bridge
or structure.
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(13) When the Department of Roads or local
authority determines by an investigation that certain
vahicles in addition to those specified in this section
cannot with safety travel at the speeds provided in
sactions 39-601 to 39-6,122, the Department of Roads or
local authority may restrict such vshicles' speed 1limit
on highways under their respective jurisdictions and post
proper and adequate sijyns.

58C. 3. person_convicted _of _exceeding__by

nat_mora2_than_ten_ni per hour_tha_speed_limit__on__the

Sec. 4. That section 39-669,26, Revised
Statutes Supplement, 1974, be amended to read as follows:

39-669.26. In order to prevent and eliminate
successive traffic vinlations, there is hereby provided a
point system dealing with traffic violations as disclosed
by the files of the Diractor of Motor Vehicles, The
f>llowing point system shall be adopted:

(1) Conviction of a-feisny-in-the--commission--of
whieh-a-motar-vehiete-was-nused motor_vehicle homicide --
12 points;

(2) Third offense drunk2n driving in violation of
any city or village ordinance or of section 39-669.07, as
disclosa2d by the records of the diractor, regardless of
whether the trial court found the same to be a third
offense -- 12 points;

{3yr-Phird-offense--reckitess-—-driving--or--witifual
reckless-driving;-or-—any--combination--of--the--tws;--in
vistation-sf-any-city-or-vitlage--ordinance--or--seections
39-669:03-£95-39-669:967-23-d1setosed-by--the--records--of
the-director;-regardieas-of-whether-the-4triat-court-found
the-same-to-be-a-third-sffenge----32-pointss

{4y (3) Failure to stop and render aid as
raquired under thke laws of this state in the event of
involvement _in a motor vehicle accident resulting in the

{5y (4) Failure to stop and render aid as
raquired under the laws of this state or any city or
village ordinancea in the ev2nt of a motor vehicle
accident resultinjy in property damage if such accident is
raported by the owner or operator within twelve hours
from tha time »f the accident -- U4 points, otherwise -- 8
points, and for purposes of this subdivision a telephone
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call or other notification to the appropriate peace
officers shall be deemecd to he a report;

£6F (5) Drivinj a motor vahicle while under the
influence of alcoholic liquor or any drug in violation of
any city or villagc ordinance or of section 39-669,07 --
6 points;

{7y (6) Willful reckless driving in violation of
any city or village ordinance or of section 39-669.03 or
39-669.05 -- 6 points:

t8r (7) Careless 4drivinjy in violation of any city
or villaje ordinance or of section 39-669 -- 4 points;

{9 (8) Nejligent driving in violation of any
city or village ordinance -- 3 points;

{48y (9) Recklass drivinjy in violation of any
city or village ordinance or of saction 39-669.01 -- 5
points;

t434r (10) Speeding in vinlation of any city or
village ordinance or of section 39-662, 39-663, or
39-666: (a) Yot more than five miles per hour over the
speed limit -- 1 point; (b) mora than five miles per hour
bat not more than ten miles per hour over the speed limit
-- 2 points; (c) more than ten miles per hour over the
speed limit -- 3 points; Provided, that no__points__shall

part__of_ _the
e__Highways; and

provided _further, that umtii-the-President-of-the--Hnited
States-deciares-that-there-is-no-fusi-shortage--requiring
the—-nppiicatisn——a?———the——-Smerqency——-Highway--—gneegy
Esnservation-Aet-or-untii-June-30;-4975;-snty one point
shall ba assossa2d upon zonviction of exceediny by not
md>re than ten miles per hour, __two__points__shall__be
assessed

_________________________ speed
limits provided for in subdivision (2)(c) or (d) of
saction 39-662 or subdivision [ B B e T fdY. wor (e),
(2) (¢), (d), or (e), or (4) (c) or (1) of section 39-666
except _as__provided_ _in__the _first__proviso in this

{42y (11) All other traffic violations involving
the operation of motor vehicles by the operator, for
which rzports to the D=zpartment o Motor Vehicles are
raquired under sections 39-669.22 and 39-669.23, not
including parking violations, violations_for_operating__a
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op
of trucks -- 2 points.

All such points shall be assessed against the
driving racord of the oparator as of the date of the
violation for which conviction was had.

In all cases, the forfeiture of bail, not
vacated, shall be regarded as equivalent to the
conviction of the offense with which the operator was
charged.

g_the_effective_date of this_act.

Sec. 6. If_any_scaction_in this act or any__part

__daclared invalid or
on_shall_not

sac. 7. That orijinal sactions 39-662, 39-666,
and 39-669.26, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1974, and
also section 39-662.01, Revised Statutes Supplement,
1974, are repealed.

Sec. 8. Sinc2 an emergancy exists, this act
shall be in full force and take effect, from and after
its passage and approval, according to law.
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